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MESSAGE

The Honourable Cherrie Ann Crichlow-Cockburn, M.P.            
Minister of Social Development and Family Services
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The Ministry of Social Development and Family 
Services is pleased to partner with the United 
Nations Development Programme and the United 
Nations Children’s Fund to present this critical and 
enlightening publication, in support of the human 
rights development of the children of the Republic 
of Trinidad and Tobago. Its primary objective is to 
provide insight into their understanding and definition 
of the issue of poverty, whilst remaining cognizant of its 
implications for future sustainability.

The Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
considers this particular publication, to be a necessary 
development tool for the revision and creation of domestic 
programmes, policies and services that have as their aims, the 
protection and enhancement of the rights and dignity of the child. 
The Ministry of Social Development and Family Services 
is therefore very pleased to fully support this publication, and 
committed to what it represents, that is; our shared vision for 
the elimination of global social inequalities; the eradication of 
poverty, being a fundamental element in that regard. 

It should also be noted that the Voices of Children 2018 stands 
as part of the critical input to the development of a National 
Poverty Reduction Strategy for Trinidad and Tobago (NPRS). 
The NPRS would strengthen Government’s capacity to, inter 
alia, monitor and evaluate the implementation of anti-poverty 
initiatives. 
 
As we continue to discuss and implement various strategies 
which aim to help, empower and transform the lives of our most 
vulnerable, it is hoped that this production will inspire all readers 
to pay closer attention to this country’s most precious resource, in 
the fight against social inequalities and injustice. As we continue 
to thrive as a nation, it is important for us to remember that equal 
emphasis must be placed on the impressions we have on our 
children, as these help to shape their vision for life.

I offer sincere congratulations to the Executive and staff of the 
UNDP, UNICEF and the Ministry of Social Development and 
Family Services, for the successful completion of this most 
important publication, and commend your continued advocacy for 
respect and equality for those who remain at-risk and vulnerable. 

Sincerely, 
Cherrie Ann Crichlow-Cockburn, M.P.

Minister of Social Development and Family Services
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Aloys Kamuragiye, 
Representative, 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) Office 

for the Eastern Caribbean Area

The voices of children on their 
realities and perceptions are central to 
understanding and addressing issues 
of concern to them, including poverty. 
Children account for approximately 
one quarter of the population of 
Trinidad and Tobago, a significant 
proportion and globally, research 
shows that children usually account 
for approximately half of the poor.

We no longer measure poverty simply 
by looking at basic income. The situation 
is much more nuanced and complex. A 
wide-ranging and non-monetary gauge 
of poverty can be even more important 
than a simple monetary one as it allows 
for better understanding of the multiple 
deprivations that many children face.

For children, poverty is not only mirrored 
in how much money their parents and 
caregivers have, but also in the quality of 
their living conditions and access to basic 
necessities, such as water, sanitation, 
education, health, information and safety 
and security. 

Poverty causes lifelong damage to 
children’s cognitive and physical 
development, perpetuating the cycle of 
poverty into adulthood and throughout 
succeeding generations. Eradication 
of this ill must, therefore, begin with the 
protection and realisation of children’s 
human rights. 

Investment in boys and girls is the best 
guarantee for achieving equitable and 
sustainable human, social and economic 
development. We need national policies, 
programmes and interventions that are 
child-focused, evidence-informed, and 
backed by adequate, sustainable and 
equitable public resources and investment.

This research provides insight into the 
perceptions of children on poverty in 
Trinidad; what they think, how they feel. 
We need to listen to them including the 
most vulnerable, hear their voices and 
ensure that they make a key and essential 
contribution to how we measure, address 
and eradicate multi-dimensional poverty 
and deprivation. 



Sharifa Ali-Abdullah, 
Assistant Resident Representative, 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP),

 Trinidad and Tobago, Aruba, Curaçao and Sint Maarten
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The eradication of poverty is integral 
to the long-term development of 
Trinidad and Tobago. This aim is also 
of profound relevance to the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), as encapsulated in Sustainable 
Development Goal 1- No Poverty. 

This year marks the 70th anniversary 
of the proclamation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. In 
commemoration of the International Day 
for the Eradication of Poverty, we reflect 
on this year’s chosen theme - Coming 
together with those furthest behind to 
build an inclusive world of universal 
respect for human rights and dignity - 
and we acknowledge our solemn duty 
to ensure that the rights of all our fellow 
human beings, including those of children, 
are respected.

Human rights cannot be upheld in an 
environment where extreme poverty 
exists. Indisputably, children are the most 
vulnerable group amongst those who 
experience poverty. As such, UNDP felt it 
imperative to include the voices of children 
when examining perceptions of poverty.  
The adverse effects of child poverty are 

long-term and can drastically reduce or 
even impede a country’s economic and 
social development. Ultimately, the child’s 
perspective is invaluable to the creation of 
a robust, comprehensive understanding 
of multidimensional poverty, as well as the 
perception of poverty and its impact on 
the citizenry. 

The UNDP is especially pleased to have 
partnered with United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) and collaborated with the 
Ministry of Social Development and Family 
Services (MSDFS) to develop this report, 
which amplifies the voices of children and 
highlights perceptions of poverty from 
their perspective. 

As we pursue the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development, the UNDP 
pledges its unwavering support to the 
Government of the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago in its efforts to ensure that 
every citizen is valued and has equal 
opportunities to achieve their fullest 
potential. Children, in particular, represent 
the future of a nation’s development 
and prosperity, and so deserve special 
attention in the country’s quest to eliminate 
persistent deprivation traps. 
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INTRODUCTION
Background
This booklet shares, through photography and quotes from child 
participants, the views of children on how they perceive poverty 
in Trinidad. A separate study on perceptions of poverty in Tobago 
is currently underway and would complement the findings for 
Trinidad.  

Children from the 14 municipal regions across Trinidad were invited 
to share their views and opinions on poverty in Trinidad as part of a 
study conducted by the Centre for Health Economics (HEU-UWI) 
in collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP), United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the Ministry 
of Social Development and Family Services (MSDFS). 

The study was geared towards a developing a definition and 
meaning of poverty in Trinidad considering its different dimensions.  
The study included an analysis of living conditions and perceptions 
of poverty as experienced by persons in various communities, 
across different socio-economic backgrounds, throughout the 14 
municipal regions in Trinidad. 

Methodology
Qualitative and quantitative data were captured using both 
primary and secondary data collection techniques.  Focus Group 
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Discussions (FGDs) were conducted with children (ages 10-17 
years) across the 14 municipal regions in Trinidad.  The FGDs were 
used to obtain the dimensions of poverty and other related issues 
in each region based on the perceptions, opinions, and attitudes of 
people in a ‘group-interaction’ setting.  

The FGDs were small structured sessions conducted with selected 
participants and were exploratory in nature.  A target of 15 child 
respondents per region, with five children from three different 
communities in the municipal regions.

The sessions were led by a moderator and guided by a ‘focus 
group interviewing instrument’ with pre-determined open-ended 
questions.  The group size ranged from 3-14 persons, where each 
person represented a household.

There are three (3) outputs of this study, of which this 
photography booklet is one:

1. Report on multi-dimensional poverty in Trinidad (Qualitative 
analysis)

2. Report on the Voices of Children on Poverty in Trinidad 
(Qualitative analysis) 

3. Photography booklet on the Voices of Children on Poverty 
in Trinidad (Qualitative findings)



CONTEXT
Why the voices of children?
The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), ratified 
by Trinidad and Tobago outlines in several of its articles, the 
participation rights of children. Articles 12 and 13 in particular, state 
the rights of children to be heard and to express their views on 
matters affecting them and to have these views taken seriously. 
Capturing the voices of children is a critical step in understanding 
what child poverty really means.  A multidimensional definition of 
poverty is important because research has shown that children 
view this phenomenon as more than just being deprived of income 
or financial resources, but also in terms of deprivation of education, 
health, nutrition, shelter, safety and security.  As such, the study 
set out to unearth a multidimensional definition and understanding 
of poverty by listening to the voices of children.

Rationale
The rationale for focusing on how children in Trinidad define 
poverty stems from the fact research shows that globally, among all 
age groups, children are the most affected by all levels of poverty 
(UNICEF and World Bank Group 2016).  In addition, the adverse 
effects of multidimensional child poverty can be long term, both on 
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the individual and the society.  UNICEF (2017) notes that children 
living in poverty are deprived of their rights to enjoy basic needs; 
have their long term personal development impeded; experience 
and perpetuate intergenerational cycles of poverty; and reduce 
potential economic and social development of a country.

In Trinidad, the official data from the Survey of Living Conditions 
(SLC) show that 15.4% of the population of Trinidad was poor 
and 1.2% was indigent; altogether the poor, inclusive of the 
indigent was 16.6% (SLC  2005).  Furthermore, the SLC also 
provides evidence of the ‘youthfulness of poverty’ in Trinidad.  The 
prevalence of poverty in the age groups 0-4, 5-9, 10-14 and 15-19 
was higher than the respective share of these age groups in the 
entire population (SLC 2005).

This research therefore provides a qualitative element on 
the definition and perceptions of poverty in Trinidad and can 
complement other quantitative measures moving forward, to 
support the evidence-based approach to addressing poverty and 
deprivations in Trinidad and Tobago. 



SUMMARY OF FINDINGS FROM THE VOICES OF CHILDREN
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The children identified various dimensions of poverty, which can 
be captured across a spectrum starting from circumstances of 
extreme states of poverty, (explained as total deprivation of basic 
needs) to the situation where a person is unable to meet all of their 
basic needs; the latter situation includes the working poor. 

While there may be some distinct differences in the perceptions 
of poverty held by the children across the 14 municipal regions 
in Trinidad, there was considerable harmony in what the children 
considered to be poverty. The term poverty was generally 
considered to mean deprivation of food, clothing, proper shelter and 
a lack of finances to meet one’s basic needs as well as healthcare, 

education and access to key amenities for living (including potable 
water, sanitation facilities, electricity).  Such deprivation was 
thought to be set within circumstances of household financial 
constraints, compromised family relationships and constrained 
social connectedness, possibly manifesting in, but not limited 
to, domestic abuse, drug-use, crime, child labor and teenage 
pregnancy among other social ills and challenges.  

The expressions of the children demonstrate that there is a clear 
and definite understanding of the various dimensions of poverty 
among the younger population.  Of greater significance, perhaps, is 
that the children were aware of the impacts of poverty on children.  
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SUMMARY OF THE CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD (CRC)

Article 1 (definition of the child) The Convention defines a ‘child’ 
as a person below the age of 18, unless the laws of a particular 
country set the legal age for adulthood younger. 

Article 2 (non-discrimination) The Convention applies to every 
child without discrimination, whatever their ethnicity, gender, 
religion, language, abilities or any other status, whatever they think 
or say, whatever their family background. 

Article 3 (best interests of the child) The best interests of the 
child must be a top priority in all decisions and actions that affect 
children. 

Article 4 (implementation of the Convention) Governments 
must do all they can to make sure every child can enjoy their rights 
by creating systems and passing laws that promote and protect 
children’s rights. 

Article 5 (parental guidance and a child’s evolving capacities) 
Governments must respect the rights and responsibilities of 
parents and carers to provide guidance and direction to their child 
as they grow up, so that they fully enjoy their rights. This must be 
done in a way that recognizes the child’s increasing capacity to 
make their own choices. 

Article 6 (life, survival and development) Every child has the 
right to life. Governments must do all they can to ensure that 
children survive and develop to their full potential. 

Article 7 (birth registration, name, nationality, care) Every 
child has the right to be registered at birth, to have a name and 
nationality, and, as far as possible, to know and be cared for by 
their parents. 

Article 8 (protection and preservation of identity) Every child 
has the right to an identity. Governments must respect and protect 
that right, and prevent the child’s name, nationality or family 
relationships from being changed unlawfully. 

Article 9 (separation from parents) Children must not be 
separated from their parents against their will unless it is in their 
best interests (for example, if a parent is hurting or neglecting a 
child). Children whose parents have separated have the right to 
stay in contact with both parents, unless this could cause them 
harm. 

Article 10 (family reunification) Governments must respond 
quickly and sympathetically if a child or their parents apply to 
live together in the same country. If a child’s parents live apart 
in different countries, the child has the right to visit and keep in 
contact with both of them. 

Article 11 (abduction and non-return of children) Governments 
must do everything they can to stop children being taken out of 
their own country illegally by their parents or other relatives, or 
being prevented from returning home. 
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Article 12 (respect for the views of the child) Every child 
has the right to express their views, feelings and wishes in all 
matters affecting them, and to have their views considered and 
taken seriously. This right applies at all times, for example during 
immigration proceedings, housing decisions or the child’s day-to-
day home life. 

Article 13 (freedom of expression) Every child must be free to 
express their thoughts and opinions and to access all kinds of 
information, as long as it is within the law. 

Article 14 (freedom of thought, belief and religion) Every child 
has the right to think and believe what they choose and to practice 
their religion, as long as they are not stopping other people from 
enjoying their rights. Governments must respect the rights and 
responsibilities of parents to guide their child as they grow up. 

Article 15 (freedom of association) Every child has the right to 
meet with other children and to join groups and organizations, as 
long as this does not stop other people from enjoying their rights. 

Article 16 (right to privacy) Every child has the right to privacy. 
The law should protect the child’s private, family and home life, 
including protecting children from unlawful attacks that harm their 
reputation. 

Article 17 (access to information from the media) Every child 
has the right to reliable information from a variety of sources, and 
governments should encourage the media to provide information 
that children can understand. Governments must help protect 
children from materials that could harm them. 

Article 18 (parental responsibilities and state assistance) 
Both parents share responsibility for bringing up their child and 
should always consider what is best for the child. Governments 
must support parents by creating support services for children and 
giving parents the help they need to raise their children. 

Article 19 (protection from violence, abuse and neglect) 
Governments must do all they can to ensure that children are 
protected from all forms of violence, abuse, neglect and bad 
treatment by their parents or anyone else who looks after them.

Article 20 (children unable to live with their family) If a child 
cannot be looked after by their immediate family, the government 
must give them special protection and assistance. This includes 
making sure the child is provided with alternative care that is 
continuous and respects the child’s culture, language and religion. 

Article 21 (adoption) Governments must oversee the process 
of adoption to make sure it is safe, lawful and that it prioritizes 
children’s best interests. Children should only be adopted outside 
of their country if they cannot be placed with a family in their own 
country. 

Article 22 (refugee children) If a child is seeking refuge or has 
refugee status, governments must provide them with appropriate 
protection and assistance to help them enjoy all the rights in the 
Convention. Governments must help refugee children who are 
separated from their parents to be reunited with them. 
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Article 23 (children with a disability) A child with a disability has 
the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and, as far as 
possible, independence and to play an active part in the community. 
Governments must do all they can to support disabled children and 
their families. 

Article 24 (health and health services) Every child has the right 
to the best possible health. Governments must provide good quality 
health care, clean water, nutritious food, and a clean environment 
and education on health and well-being so that children can stay 
healthy. 

Article 25 (review of treatment in care) If a child has been placed 
away from home for the purpose of care or protection (for example, 
with a foster family or in hospital), they have the right to a regular 
review of their treatment, the way they are cared for and their wider 
circumstances. 

Article 26 (social security) Every child has the right to benefit 
from social security. Governments must provide social security, 
including financial support and other benefits, to families in need 
of assistance. 

Article 27 (adequate standard of living) Every child has the right 
to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical 
and social needs and support their development. Governments 
must help families who cannot afford to provide this. 

Article 28 (right to education) Every child has the right to an 
education. Primary education must be free and different forms of 
secondary education must be available to every child. Discipline in 
schools must respect children’s dignity and their rights. 

Article 29 (goals of education) Education must develop every 
child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full. It must encourage 
the child’s respect for human rights, as well as respect for their 
parents, their own and other cultures, and the environment. 

Article 30 (children from minority or indigenous groups) Every 
child has the right to learn and use the language, customs and 
religion of their family, whether or not these are shared by the 
majority of the people in the country where they live. 

Article 31 (leisure, play and culture) Every child has the right 
to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic 
activities. 

Article 32 (child labour) Governments must protect children from 
economic exploitation and work that is dangerous or might harm 
their health, development or education. Governments must set a 
minimum age for children to work and ensure that work conditions 
are safe and appropriate.

Article 33 (drug abuse) Governments must protect children from 
the illegal use of drugs and from being involved in the production 
or distribution of drugs. 

Article 34 (sexual exploitation) Governments must protect 
children from all forms of sexual abuse and exploitation. 

Article 35 (abduction, sale and trafficking) Governments must 
protect children from being abducted, sold or moved illegally to 
a different place in or outside their country for the purpose of 
exploitation. 
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Article 36 (other forms of exploitation) Governments must 
protect children from all other forms of exploitation, for example 
the exploitation of children for political activities, by the media or 
for medical research. 

Article 37 (inhumane treatment and detention) Children must 
not be tortured, sentenced to the death penalty or suffer other 
cruel or degrading treatment or punishment. Children should be 
arrested, detained or imprisoned only as a last resort and for the 
shortest time possible. They must be treated with respect and care, 
and be able to keep in contact with their family. Children must not 
be put in prison with adults. 

Article 38 (war and armed conflicts) Governments must not allow 
children under the age of 15 to take part in war or join the armed 
forces. Governments must do everything they can to protect and 
care for children affected by war and armed conflicts. 

Article 39 (recovery from trauma and reintegration) Children 
who have experienced neglect, abuse, exploitation, torture or 
who are victims of war must receive special support to help them 
recover their health, dignity, self-respect and social life. 

Article 40 (juvenile justice) A child accused or guilty of breaking 
the law must be treated with dignity and respect. They have the 
right to legal assistance and a fair trial that takes account of their 
age. Governments must set a minimum age for children to be 
tried in a criminal court and manage a justice system that enables 
children who have been in conflict with the law to reintegrate into 
society. 

Article 41 (respect for higher national standards) If the laws 
of a country provide better protection of children’s rights than the 
articles in this Convention, those laws should apply.

Article 42 (knowledge of rights) Governments must actively 
work to make sure children and adults know about the Convention. 
Adults should help children learn about their rights, too.

Articles 43–54 These articles discuss how governments and 
international organizations like UNICEF should work to ensure 
children are protected in their rights.

Optional Protocols 

There are three agreements, called Optional Protocols, that 
strengthen the Convention and add further unique rights for 
children. They are optional because governments that ratify 
the Convention can decide whether or not to sign up to these 
Optional Protocols. They are: the Optional Protocol on the sale 
of children, child prostitution and child pornography, the Optional 
Protocol on the involvement of children in armed conflict and the 
Optional Protocol on a complaints mechanism for children (called 
Communications Procedure)



Voices on

A GOOD LIFE
Children shared their views on what they perceive a “good life” to be. The thoughts and opinions 
were wide-ranging across the regions in Trinidad. Children expressed the conditions of a good 
life as one that entailed the ability to access basic needs such as shelter, food and clothing as 
well as their “wants” and not having to worry about finances as well as having strong family 
and peer support and having a stress-free life.

The following section captures some children’s perceptions on what a “good life” entails.
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“You have access to needs and wants.  
As a person, as a child, there are things 
that we need like shelter, food, clothes, 
things that we want will be other secondary 
priorities that are not as necessary as our 
needs…”
Penal/Debe, Male

“When you have a stress-free life, when 
you don’t have to worry about stuff like 
money…”
San Fernando, Female

“Knowledge, understanding of 
what you are doing in life…”
Siparia, Female
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“Doing good to other people, have 

respect so people will respect you.  

Having a family that encourages 

you in doing good things example, 

not treating your neighbors bad, 

showing people a good legacy to 

live for…”
Tunapuna, Female

“My best friend lives with her family 

and has everything she wants, she 

is happy…”
Couva/Tabaquite/Talparo, Female
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“Just having your family.  

Once you have 
someone that is 
there for you who 

you could talk to, help you 

out when you in a tough 

situation…”
Pt.  Fortin, Female
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Voices on

POOR AND 
NON-POOR PERSONS
Children shared their views on what living in poverty means and looks like to them. They 
highlighted the quality of a family’s living conditions, access to resources to fulfill basic needs, 
effects on health including mental health, proper nutrition, personal hygiene, education and life 
opportunities, community conditions, lifestyles personal choices and the likelihood of turning 
to illegal activities because of being poor.

The following section captures the views of children on the lives of poor persons as opposed to non-poor person.
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“Poverty is like a pelau…plenty 
different things come together to 
cause it…”
Siparia, Male

“Poor with no clothes, poor with 
house but not food, have a home 
but cannot buy nice things for the 
children…”
San Juan/Laventille, Male

“Poor people have a bad life, they 
don’t have enough money to buy 
books for their children …” 
Diego Martin, Male
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“The rich would have gotten an education 
and the poor would not have gotten one…”
Sangre Grande, Female

“People are poor because they did not have 
an education to get a good job so they 
remain poor as compared to others who 
have an education.”
Arima, Female

“Poor people have one bed to sleep on, 
sharing bed, they have to share certain 
things, may be like clothes, shoes; wooden 
house…looking dilapidated…”
San Juan/Laventille, Female
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“Some people are poor because 
they don’t have a proper education 
and jobs…”
San Juan/Laventille, Female

“Rich have more opportunities           
to become who they want to 
be, they can do courses…                  
Poor has the opposite…”
Tunapuna, Male

“A poor person, their health is 
in bad shape, you can see all 
their bones…”
Couva/Tabaquite/Talparo, Male
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“Poor people hate 
life.  They can’t 
afford anything.  
Not happy. 
Stressed.  
Can’t buy anything 
for themselves…”
Chaguanas, Male
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“Poor people because they 
can’t cope they would turn to 
drugs and stealing and illegal 
stuff…Poverty can cause 
people to get fed up and want 
to kill themself…”
San Fernando, Female

“Poverty can lead people to 
kill one another… become a 
criminal, stealing from other 
persons, may join a gang…”
San Juan/Laventille, Male
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Voices on

POVERTY AND HEALTH 
AND NUTRITION
Children also shared their views on poverty and its effects on health and nutrition. The views 
and opinions expressed varied with some highlighting the importance of nutritious meals for 
their healthy functioning, the likelihood of poor families eating unhealthy foods because of 
the inability to afford nutritious foods and having very limited choice as a result. Some also 
expressed that in some cases poor families might eat healthier because they plant vegetables 
but do not have money to buy fast foods like wealthier families and even if not susceptible to 
lifestyles diseases, poor families can suffer due to unsanitary surroundings which may bring 
vector-borne diseases, and having an improper diet may compound the situation and their 
immunity.

The following section captures the views of children on poverty and its impacts of health, nutrition and lifestyle
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“Children need healthy food to give 
them the energy they need to do 
their work during the day…” 
San Juan/Laventille, Female

“Parents don’t have enough      
money to buy things to cook…”
San Fernando, Male

21



“Non-poor have a choice in what they eat 
and have.  The poor will eat whatever they 
have or find, they don’t have a choice…”
Chaguanas, Female

“Poor people eat unhealthy foods.  However, 
some eat healthy foods as they go in a shop 
with vegetables…”
Arima, Male
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“For the rich person, all the things 

they may be consuming, all the 

fancy foods, they can get diabetes, 

obesity, and lifestyle diseases.  The 

poor might get ill because of their 

surroundings, all kind of mosquito, 

dengue because of not having a 

proper diet their immune systems 

might not be as strong as the average 

human which might cause them to 

become ill…”

Penal/Debe, Male
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Voices on

POVERTY AND EDUCATION
The children all valued the importance of education to achieve their goals in life and to 
overcome situations of poverty. Some noted obstacles that create barriers to children accessing 
education such as the family’s ability to afford transportation costs, uniform and books and 
even food. The children also highlighted the need for strong parental support in their education 
and community influences on a child’s educational attainments. A hindrance to educational 
attainment mentioned by several children across the regions was the issue of bullying in 
schools and its impact on children’s mental health and desire to go to school. 

The following section captures the views of children on poverty and education.
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“Without education, 

I would not be able 

to achieve my 

goals in life.  

Education is a 
success you 
need in life…”
San Fernando, Female
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“If parents don’t support the 

child, the child will end up 

being on the street…”  

Couva/Tabaquite/Talparo, Female

“No transport meaning parents 

have no money to send child 

to school and pick up from 

school…”

Port of Spain, Male
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“Poor children have to get 
scholarship, people with 
money can afford to get 
education…”
Tunapuna, Male

“Parents might not want to 
send their child to school 
because they don’t have the 
money.”
San Juan/Laventille, Male
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“Some children don’t have 
money to go school to buy 
anything to eat if box lunch 
don’t come…”
Sangre Grande, Female

“Some people don’t have 
the money to send their child 
to school to get the books, 
uniform…”
Point Fortin, Female
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“Some boys take school for 
granted and don’t come to school 
and so they miss out on what is 
being taught in school…”
San Juan/Laventille, Female

“Social media- wasting too                 
much time on it…”
Port of Spain, Male
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“Parents don’t have enough 
money to send them to go 
school, sometimes they have 
to stay home to take care of 
siblings…”
Tunapuna, Female

“Some family don’t provide for 
them so they stay home to go 
to work to provide or to get own 
money to go to school – work in 
grocery or store...”
Sangre Grande, Female
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“Some people might grow up  
in a bad community everyday  
it have people on the block  
and some of them might see 
that and see what that life is 
about and that might harm 
them from achieving what   
they want to be…”
Point Fortin, Female

“Afraid to go to school  
meaning being bullied and 
some may feel suicidal…”
Port of Spain, Female
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“Bullies can affect a child as the child 
may not want to go back to school…
The girl cries a lot.  Also, a child’s 
background when they do not have 
enough money to go to school so they 
miss out on school work and it can 
affect their grades. Also, how their 
family treats them as some come from 
abusive families.  Abusive meaning 
beating.  There are different types 
of abuse like verbal abuse. There is 
cyber bullying such as posting things 
on social media by taping things that 
affects others…”
Arima, Female
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“Sometimes the 
poor child is bullied 
at school so they 
can’t sleep which can 

lead to them not going to 

school because they can’t 

pay bullies.  Non-poor has 

a lot of money.  They pay 

people to not harass them.  

They get respect.  Rich 

children are self-centered.  

They don’t stand up to the 

bullies…”
Tunapuna, Male
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Voices on

POVERTY AND THE COMMUNITY
Children shared mixed views on the community and its impact on their lives as well as the impact 
of poverty on the community and its conditions. Generally, they described a poor community 
as one that is unclean, has poor infrastructure and drainage and was more susceptible to 
crime and social problems. They also believed that poor communities were also believed to 
face stigma and discrimination from others.  A non-poor community was thought to be gated, 
clean, contained big concrete houses, nice cars, swimming pools, trained dogs, good roads 
and proper street lighting.

The following section captures the views of children on Poverty and the Community
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“Because of the 
environment in my 
community people 
say you would 
grow up to be a 
gangster.  They 
look at grandparents 
and say they use to 
be disrespectful and 
be gangster, so they 
expect youths to turn 
out the same…”
Port of Spain, Male
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“Drainage need to improve, when 
rain fall it does real flood, I live next 
to a ravine when rain fall it flood and 
can’t go to school…”

Diego Martin, Female

 “The poor would have no shoes to 
wear and they look dirty.  The poor 
may have cheap things and the 
non-poor more expensive things 
and dresses properly with their hair 
combed…”

Arima, Female
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“In my community it 
have smokers, drinkers, 
shooters, in the middle 
of the night they playing 
music and cussing and 
fighting and shooting each 
other…it have gangs 
in the area and 
youths following 
their rules…”
San Fernando, Male
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“…As I go outside, there are 

men standing outside just 

watching inside my house, 

doing drugs or marking 

things inside every time the 

police come, they watching 

inside my yard to make 

sure it have nothing that 

they plant, cause they do 

that.  I just don’t like it, 
I can’t go outside in 
a vest or a tights or 
anything like that…”

Point Fortin, Female
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